
July 17, 2020 
 
Dear Spartans, 
 
A little over two weeks ago, I wrote to our community to share that we had not only received the 
reopening guidance, but have begun the process of implementing these recommendations so 
that we can open up our school this September. I am happy to report that we are making great 
progress. While there are still some concerns that we are working on, the IHS COVID Response 
Team is confident that we can meet the expectations laid out in these documents. Therefore, we 
believe that it is important for our students to return to school. The size of our school and our 
ability to be nimble with policy makes our reopening vastly different from our friends in the public 
schools with student populations well into the thousands. Yet, we are acutely aware of the need 
to create a safe environment for our students, faculty and staff. Therefore, we have developed a 
couple of plans for our return to school this September.  
 
New ‘Normal’: This is our preferred plan that we are moving forward with at this time. This plan 
has all of our students in the building, with a virtual option. However, this in person plan will 
have fairly significant COVID restrictions and precautions. It will not be business as usual. We 
must do this safely. The finalized document is still in progress and we will have that out to the 
entire community in early August. In the meantime, we wanted to share some items from the 
document now to help mentally prepare the students: 

- Masks for all (required for students and teachers, with breaks when possible and a 6ft. 
social distance is possible) 

- Classroom modifications to include spread out desks, reduced furniture  
- No self serve items in the servery, cashless cafeteria 
- Assigned seats for lunch, overflow seating for lunch in the gym/media center 
- Modified or reduced programming during the school day 
- Possible temperature checks 
- Reduced, modified and/or canceled after school student programs and activities, 

including sports if necessary. (At least for the 1st quarter) 
- No large assemblies or student gatherings (At least for the 1st quarter) 
- Reduced movement in the building whenever possible and restricted access to certain 

areas of the school 
- Plastic barriers in various areas 
- Small adjustments to the daily schedule 
- An enhanced facility cleaning plan, including bathrooms and classroom touchpoints 
- No visitors allowed to the building 
- Reduced Health Services during the day to prioritize COVID related matters 
- 14 Day restrictions for students and faculty members that travel to out of state ‘hot spots’ 

or fail health check screenings 
 
Virtual Option: While our preference is in person instruction, we know that some families and 
students have situations that preclude them from attending school in person right away. For 



those students, we will have a ‘virtual option’ while the rest of the school is using the ‘New 
Normal’ plan. This option, selected by the parent/student and in consultation with the Dean’s 
offices, will not be the same as our fully virtual program, yet it will be comprehensive and 
maintain academic standards.  
 
Hybrid Model: We are monitoring the COVID situation closely, and if we need to reduce the 
student population in the building on a daily basis, we have a ‘’Hybrid’ model ready to go. This 
model would have some students in the building on certain days while others remain virtual and 
then it would flip. Again, due to our overall student population, we do not feel that is necessary 
at this time, but we will use this option if necessary and in response to increased COVID cases 
in our area. 
 
Fully Virtual: In the unfortunate event that we do need to close our school again for a period of 
time, our COVID Response Team and the Academic Office have been working on our fully 
‘Virtual’ or ‘Distance’ learning plan. This plan has been revised to maintain best practices in 
education and incorporate lessons learned from last spring. If this is necessary, Immaculata will 
be ready to meet the educational, as well as social/emotional, needs of our students in this 
format.  
 
As the Nation grapples with the pandemic, we are seeing the narrative surrounding education 
shift daily. We are working hard to synthesize information and best practices as quickly as 
possible to add them to our plan. 
  
Thank you for your continued support. Immaculate Heart of Mary, Pray for Us! 
 
Mr. Webber 
 
 
 
 
 


